
RIVER OAKS ACADEMY FALL 2017 WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS
CLASS NAME INSTRUCTOR DESCRIPTION GRADE

3D Art Diane Darakjian Create 3D artwork and stretch your imagination.  Learn techniques to transform your 

concepts into finished artwork.  Projects will include wire sculpture, paper mache and 

artwork compiled from found objects.

6 -12

Academic Writing

 6-8

Vivian Rhodes The focus in this class will be on the basic writing skills needed to compose narrative and 

informative essays.  Relevant grammar rules appropriate for this age group will be reviewed 

as well.

6-8

Academic Writing

 9-12

Vivian Rhodes In addition to analyzing and responding to literary pieces, students will learn how to write 

strong persuasive essays with an emphasis on supplying supportive evidence.

9-12

Algebra Explorers Maria In this class, we will work together as we explore intriguing patterns, mysterious puzzles, and 

fascinating riddles.

6-12

Band

6-12

Ken Jam with other kids from school as we write our own music and forge into our own sound. If 

you have experience on your instrument, it is a good thing, but even if you are a relative 

beginner, we welcome all to this very cool class--there are kids in this band from 10-17 years 

old--the younger kids must be fairly proficient to be in this group.  All instruments are 

welcome.

6-12

Band

K-6

Ken A continuation of our long established band for the younger students. It is all about playing 

ensemble. Students need not be at a high proficiency level on an instrument to be in this 

band—some prior experience will help them feel confident, but we welcome all students 

with an instrument who can play at least a little. This fall we have been playing bluegrass and 

country, writing our own tunes and arranging them with contributions from the students. 

Band is about listening—playing together, part playing and the responsibility and joy of being 

part of an ensemble. We have a lot of fun in this class all the time. My hope is to turn on that 

light that encourages children to go further with their instrument and carry the joy of playing 

where ever they go throughout their lives.

K-6

Biology Lab Dana Course goals and learning objectives: to experience the excitement of knowing about the 

natural world and how it functions, to explore structure and function of living organisms, to 

use practical scientific skills to investigate, study and explain the world around us, and with 

scientific investigation to use accuracy and detail in thought and action, to gain a deeper 

understanding of how biology is part of our daily lives.  *A syllabus will be provided at the 

beginning of the semester. 

Book Club Sherri This is a fun-filled workshop designed to spark a love of books in kids! We will read a variety 

of children's books and do an activity associated with the book which could include crafts, 

skits, games, or art. Students will read the book during the week and we will discuss it during 

the workshop and then do the activity that corresponds with it.

3-6

CA History Richard Senate The story of the Golden State of California is filled with mystery and

remarkable people. It is much more than just the chain of 21 missions.

It is the story of brave men and women who came to this place from

many lands to seek a new life. Some found tragedy and death, others

great fortune and fame. It is the story of dedicated padres who came

to tell the Native Peoples of the Christian religion, or gold miners

seeking wealth, and even Chinese who came to build the rail roads at

great cost in life. Its a story of bandits and businessmen (and a few

who were a bit like both) artists and dreamers, authors and film

makers who made this great state the unique place it is today.   Yes,

California is like no other state in the Union--we have the right to

recall elected officials, nullify laws by popular referendum,  and

turn right on a red light!  You will see California differently after

this class.

Cartooning

(Oxnard) 

Larry Come and draw wonderful “toons” with Larry (Mr. Scott) who has had over 40 years of 

instructing cartooning classes and workshops!

Cartooning

(Westlake)

Michael If you could create your own Super Hero, what would they look like? What special powers 

would they have? What story would you tell? NOW is your chance! In this class you will be 

given the mighty powers of character design and storytelling to create your own Super Hero 

and put them in their very own storybook?

K-3/4-6
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Chemistry Lab 
(prerequisite 

Algebra 1)

Dana This chemistry lab course will utilize basic household materials to show students how the 

core concepts of chemistry relate to real life. This class will cover the basics of chemistry, 

such as nomenclature, reactions, physical properties, reactions, general lab technique and 

the chemistry of life.

Chess Larry Continue Chess basics and improve your skills.

You will continue to acquire key moves, concepts, and strategies.  This class teaches vital 

brain skills for life.  Chess also encourages problem solving and critical thinking.

6-12; 4-6; 

Cinematography 

(Oxnard)

Omar Ramirez Come one, come all and learn the basic fundamentals and basic applications of 

cinematography. The class will enjoy a variety of activities including film screenings, 

discussions on the history of the developemnt of camera technology, techniques,  

understanding storyboards, framing and composition, lighting, AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

This class will change and expand your view of cinema and the craft of cinematography! 

8-12

Cinematography 

(Westlake)

Ian This class focuses on visual storytelling in film with an emphasis on the camera. Students will 

explore the technical and aesthetic side of producing images for film and video. Topics 

covered will include: camera function, lenses, lighting, camera movement, and image 

composition & framing.

9-12

Circle Time Cheri Join us for this fun, interpersonal skill building workshop for kindergarten through third 

graders! In this workshop, students will learn and practice cooperative group dynamics. We 

will focus on compassionate communication and conflict resolution while creating fun, 

academic-based arts and crafts.

K-3

Civil War in America Richard Senate A overview of this national calamity. How did it happen? The question of slavery. The election 

of Abraham. The Passions of the moment. Fort Sumter Battle. The weapons and armies 

gather. Battle of Bull Run and the career of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. Confederate spies, 

Gen. McClellan. The fateful year of 1863. Battles of Vicksburg and Gettysburg. Lincoln and the 

great Proclamation. March on Atlanta by Sherman. End Game – Grant vs. Lee. March to the 

Sea. Richmond falls and Lee surrenders. Lincoln is assassinated.

College and Career 

Seminar 
(mature 9th-12th)

Kathy and Michal This class will address employability skills and identify student strengths.  It will assist 

students on a journey of self-discovery and will teach ways to implement their vision into 

action and align their passions to careers.  It is a highly individualized class that supports the 

vision of our school - PASSION POWERED.  Students will create a 10-year plan and it is 

optional articulated credit - Moorpark College/CSU transferable credit of 3 units.

9-12

Creativity with Clay Esther Alinejad In the Creativity with Clay class students learn basic hand building skills with clay using both 

coil, and hand building techniques. Students are encouraged to use their imaginations while 

working with clay, implementing their individual ideas with the techniques used. Students 

have fun learning how to glaze their artwork, and are taught the imporatance of highlighting 

their work with the use of color. Proper ceramic terms are taught, as well as how the 

integration of chemistry coincides with the art form of working with clay.

Criminal Justice Wendy Carlton Criminal Justice provides an exploration of potential careers in the criminal justice system, 

and gives students a better understanding of state and federal laws designed to safeguard the 

public. This is a hybrid course consisting of in-person seminars and an online component.  We 

will use case studies, individual research, group discussion / debate, guest speakers, field trips 

and mock trials throughout the course in order to reach our goal.

9-12

Da Vinci's World Series Andrea Diamond Leonardo Da Vinci is regarded as one of the world’s most gifted  inventors and artists that 

ever lived. Time-travel on an exciting  adventure to 15th century Renaissance Italy. Relevant 

Cutting-edge 5E Engineering design model will be deployed in this complete 360 degree 

exploration. Learn drawing,  painting and composition basics using authentic artist studio-

quality materials. You will explore the geography and cultural history of Da Vinci's world. 

Learn about the Golden Proportion and recreate some of his working machines where the 

designs are taken directly from Da Vinci's sketchbooks. Da Vinci's World blends Science, 

Engineering, Math, Art and History.
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Digital Arts Sandbox

Design your own artwork without the mess. Natural painting software, combined with the 

most popular pen tablet for artists, makes it fun & easy to design realistic artwork on your 

computer! Use pressure-sensitive pen to sketch, ink and color your characters. Use natural 

look and style. If you love drawing on paper, then take your art to the next level! 

Tools: Wacom Pen & Touch Tablet, ArtRage 

Techniques: Sketch K-3

Dino Robotics STEM & More Dino-Robotics

When the past fuses with the future

 

In this unique course, developed by Stem&More’s team of experts, kids will enter the 

fascinating Jurassic world while building challenging robot models of dinosaurs. Building 

these one of a kind dino-robots will introduce students to the fundamentals of robotics. As 

kids use infra-red remote controls, transmission gears and other electronic tools, they will 

develop thinking strategies, motor skills and dedication. Students will also have the chance to 

experiment in archeological digs, in which they will study fossils of a variety of dinosaurs. Join 

us in an amusing and engaging journey into the past and the future!

 

*Kids will take home every model built throughout the course!

K-3

Dissection Dana For those taking life sciences or biology, this lab class will provide weekly hands on dissection 

with a variety of specimens.  We will be learning to work with a dissection kit, examining 

intricate specimens, writing up our labs and gaining a deeper understanding and appreciation 

of the amazing animal kingdom.  *Not for the faint of heart.  Must be mature and able to 

listen and follow directions.  Space is limited!

6-8

Fantasy Art Diane Darakjian Create artwork and enter the worlds of witches, wizards, castles, unicorns, outer space and 

what might be under the sea.  Using your imagination, you will create art inspired by these 

fantasy worlds. A variety of art supplies will be used.

6 - 12

Filmmaking Ian This class will be a hands-on exploration of the filmmaking process from initial concept to 

completed film. Students will participate in writing, planning, filming, and editing their own 

short films and sequences. Topics covered will include: screenwriting, storyboarding, basic 

cinematography, camera operation, audio recording, and editing.

9-12

French Beginner Soroya French Beginner is an introduction to French language and culture. The fundamentals of 

French pronunciation, grammar, and culture will be presented through a balanced 

development of all four skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The importance of 

communication and cultural awareness is stressed through a wide variety of activities 

(group/pair work, video, audio recordings, computer assignments, art etc.). This course is 

designed for students with little or no knowledge of French language or culture.

French Intermediate Soroya French Intermediare continues to develop basic concepts in French language and culture 

including French pronunciation, grammar, and culture. Students will enhance and further 

develop their use of French a balanced development of all four skills: listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing. The importance of communication and cultural awareness is stressed 

through a wide variety of activities (group/pair work, video, audio recordings, computer 

assignments, etc.). This course is designed for students with one year of study of French 

language and culture.
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Fun With Music  Ken If you were in this class last spring, we have lots of new material and lots of fun ahead of us in 

the fall. This is a musical class that includes chairs, musical freeze and limbo musical games 

class .We go deep into the past and look to the future of music. The object is to expose 

children to many styles from many eras of music while they have fun. We will be singing, 

clapping, —We will spin the globe and visit a new culture—then take the music we find and 

use it for musical chairs.We will study the orchestra, become an orchestra--make instruments 

and study the way music is produced by them.  Lots of fun and laughter—lots of interesting 

new sounds to grow with.  

K-3

Fun with Science Daniela In Fun with Science we will learn about Earth cycles. The more we know about these cycles, 

the more we will understand how humans are affecting them and how that might change the 

planet. We will participate in many different HANDS ON ACTIVITIES to learn more about how 

these cycles work. We will focus on the Water, Carbon, Rock Cycles and have so much fun 

while we learn.

Gardening Course Dana Why Are There So Many Plants? Why are there plants, anyway? And how come they all taste 

different? Why doesn’t the whole planet look like a jungle? We will examine the anatomy, 

taste, and growth patterns of a variety of plants. We will also explore different types of 

gardens; terrariums, soil, hydroponics. Depending on class wishes, a field trip may be 

scheduled.

K-3

GIFT CCS--- NEW - "Life-

skills for the 21st Century!"

Pre-requisite:  College & 

Career Seminar Class

Sepi This course reinforces the College & Career Seminar curriculum, and is taking a deeper look 

into the employability skills necessary to succeed in today's work environment. Students will 

develop their awareness around emotional intelligence, and they explore opportunities 

through self-discovery tools, assessments and exercises. They will gain clarity and realize their 

dreams and passions, set SIMPLE goals, overcome road blocks/fears and create a road 

map/action plan for life beyond high school. In addition, students will be exposed to various 

career paths through a series of guest lecturers from various industry backgrounds.

9th-12th

Glass Fusion

**please note that this is a 5-

week class. The first 5 weeks 

will be from 9/25-10/23 and 

the 2nd 5-week class will be 

from 10/30-12/4. If you took 

the class for the short session 

in May, please allow others 

to sign up first. Thank you:) 

Michal Hasson Glass fusing is simply the process of stacking layers of comfortable glass together to make a 

design, then firing the stacked glass in a kiln, where it melts and fuses together. The objective 

of this class is to provide the foundation in the techniques of fused glass art. The students will 

be given an overview of the glass fusion process and taught the basic techniques of cutting 

and layering colorful sheets of glass to create fused art. They will also learn the different 

methods for “firing” glass, including tack, slump, full fuse and drape. During the 4 sessions the 

students will design and create four unique projects using the 4 basic firing methods.

K-3/4/6

Heartsaver First Aid, 

CPR/AED

Stephen Hoffman American Heart Association Heartsaver First Aid CPR AED is a classroom, instructor-led course 

that teaches students critical skills needed to respond to and manage a first aid, choking or 

sudden cardiac arrest emergency in the first few minutes until emergency medical services 

(EMS) arrives.  Students learn skills such as how to treat bleeding, sprains, broken bones, 

shock and other first aid emergencies.  This course also teaches adult, child and infant CPR 

and AED use.

Hip-Hop
(Dancing)

Alex Hip-hop is a rhythmic and syncopated style of dance done to popular music with high energy 

and fun rhythms. Classes will begin with a body warm up which concentrates on building 

stamina, improving strength and flexibility, body conditioning and rhythm isolations. Students 

will learn movement across the floor and in center focusing on building a foundation of basic 

hip-hop steps.

History of Film Richard Senate This class will cover how film developed as a medium starting in 1895. It will study some 

famous movies such as " The Great TrainRobbery" (1906) and rise of Hollywood as the film 

capital.
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IBEF: Integrated 

Business, 

Entrepreneurship and 

Finance 1A (year round course 

covers 1A and 1B - 10 units total)

Leanne This course teaches students the foundations of business, how to successfully start a new 

business in common industries (with a focus on the hospitality industry), including hands-on 

experience developing best business and personal finance practices. It includes all of the 

content in introductory Business, Entrepreneurship and Finance courses, with additional 

consumer math units designed to teach students the connection between personal and 

business finance, and how to plan for ideal financial outcomes. This is a year-long, 

comprehensive, academically rigorous curriculum, with project-based learning and real-world 

connections to prepare students with the skills and experiences they need to succeed in 

college-level coursework and the workforce.

11-12

Improvisation Dallas A fun and exciting class where students use their creativity and inventiveness to learn and 

perform the hilariously funny art form known as improv.  We will hone communication skills 

while creating characters, and facing impossible odds. Agreements and compromises will be 

used to overcome obstacles.  Ideas will be shared, acting will be performed, and most 

importantly, fun will be had.  See you on the boards!

K-3

Intro to Travel & 

Recreation - Hospitality

Kathy and Michal This introductory class will take you on a journey through the hospitality industry. This 

dynamic and growing career offers many different employment opportunities in event 

planning, amusement park management, and travel agencies just to name a few!!We will 

explore different professions, engage in real life hands on projects, and listen to guest 

speakers share their experiences in this exciting field!

9-12

Introduction to 

American Sign 

Language

Jennifer In this class, students will learn the manual alphabet, basic communication skills and have fun 

reading stories and singing songs in ASL.

Introduction to Coding Nick Students taking this class will be introduced to computer coding. We will use curriculum from 

Code.org for the class. Students should be familiar with computers but experience with 

coding is not required.

3-6

Introduction to Law Wendy Carlton Introduction to law will provide an exploration of potential careers in the legal field, and give 

students a better understanding of law and how it affects you in real life. This is a hybrid 

course consisting of in-person seminars and an online component.  We will use case studies, 

individual research, group discussion / debate, guest speakers, field trips and mock trials 

throughout the course in order to reach our goal.

9-12

It's Right to Write! Teri Let's have some fun with putting your pen to paper with creative writing from the heart! Each 

class will start with free-writing. We will experience a variety of lessons ranging from goofy 

fun to practical. We will talk about how great writing doesn't magically appear the first time 

you sit down with a blank paper. The more writing you do, the more easily your pen will flow. 

After all, it's right to write.

5-7

Jazz
(Dancing)

Alex Jazz is a fun and energetic style of dance that incorporates traditional Broadway movement 

and modern/contemporary elements to music. Classes begin with a body warm up that 

emphasizes strength, flexibility, and technique. Students will learn fundamental jazz steps 

and basic vocabulary through across the floor exercises and simple combinations. Each class 

builds upon the previous with students learning body placement and developing skills as well 

as choreography.
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Latin Beginner Soroya Latin Beginner.

Although some people call Latin a "dead language," the language of the

Romans, the Catholic church, and the lingua franca of the educated world for centuries is in 

fact, still alive, if transformed, in 21st century America.

Scholars of history, literature, art, science make use of Latin texts and documents from 

inscriptions on temples to Newton’s treatises to Cicero's oratorical masterpieces.

This course will introduce you to the basics of Classical Latin, and help you master vocabulary 

and grammatical structures.

We will use a wide variety of activities (group/pair work, video, audio recordings, computer 

assignments, art, game etc.).

Because this course focuses on reading ability, rather than conversational ability, Latin texts, 

as well as a better understanding of both the Romans and the workings of both

English and language more generally. After all, nearly 29 percent of the words in English 

come from latin.

 This course is designed for students with little or no knowledge of Latin language or culture.

6-12

Latin Intermediate Soraya Latin Intermediate. Although some people call Latin a "dead language," the language of the 

Romans, the Catholic church, and the lingua franca of the educated world for centuries is in 

fact, still alive, if transformed, in 21st century America. Scholars of history, literature, art, 

science make use of Latin texts and documents from inscriptions on temples to Newton’s 

treatises to Cicero's oratorical masterpieces. This course will introduce you to the basics of 

Classical Latin, and help you master vocabulary and grammatical structures. We will use a 

wide variety of activities (group/pair work, video, audio recordings, computer assignments, 

art, game etc.). Because this course focuses on reading ability, rather than conversational 

ability, Latin texts, as well as a better understanding of both the Romans and the workings of 

both English and language more generally. After all, nearly 29 percent of the words in English 

come from latin. This course is designed for students with one year of study of Latin language 

and culture.

6-12

Latino History in the 

U.S.

Omar Ramirez
A fascinating introductory class that focuses on the Latino experience in the U.S. Students will 

look at cultural, economic, educational and political issues as they impact the Latino 

community. Students will also examine the contributions that Latinos have made in these 

areas. The class will gain insight about the Latino experience through PowerPoint 

presentations, film screenings, lectures, and group participation. 

6-12

Life Hacks Leina Life Hacks—is a space to explore mindfulness techniques, compassionate and effective 

communication and strategies to build emotional resilience to promote wellbeing and 

success.

6-12

Literature and Writing Marni Author! Author! Come and enjoy wonderful stories, group writing and journal writing in a 

safe, inspiring environment. Students may be at any stage of writing. Some may color and 

give a dictation, some may be labeling their pictures and some will be writing sentences and 

paragraphs. As we write, we will work on sound/spelling connections. Students will be given a 

chance to share their writing with their classmates.

K-12

M in STEM

4-6

Phuong Hong Students will create and work on projects that will incorporate Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art and Math. Students will learn to research, practice the STEM process, learn 

and apply math standards(operations, number sense, geometry, measurement and data) to 

each project.

4-6

M in STEM

6-9

Phuong Hong Students will create and work on projects that will incorporate Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art and Math. Students will learn to research, practice the STEM process, 

collect, record and analzye their data. We will build on knowledge from past workshops, but 

new students are welcome.

6-9
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Martial Arts/Self 

Defense

Michael The goal of this training is to empower students with the clarity, confidence and capability to 

first AVOID DANGER and second, DEFEND themselves and others if a situation is unavoidable. 

Students will learn awareness, body development, cooperation, resourcefulness, and basic 

self-defense techniques Ninja-style!

Math Games Rosemary Working with numbers and discovering their interrelatedness can be an enjoyable experience 

especially when it is shared with others through games and fun activities.  This workshop is 

aimed at improving the knowledge of number facts through recognition of patterns, place 

values, predictability and common uses such as money and time. Once a child has confidence 

in his understanding of numbers, he will be comfortable in moving along to the many 

different ways numbers can be used. Establishing this basic foundation is the first step.

4-8

Math Lab Jade This lab provides an opportunity for students of all levels and ages to work independently on 

their math assignments while having someone available to answer questions of any kind. 

Bring in whatever work you need to complete and while you work, you will have access to 

the instructor who can help you along as you need it.

K-12

Math Workshop It is critical for students of all ages and levels to understand how math can be applied to 

everyday situations. Being able to see how we use math everyday aids in students' 

understanding and enjoyment of math. During this class, we will practice some of the most 

useful math techniques to enhance student competence and we will work on mapping these 

skills to the real world.

K-8

Middle Ages, History Richard Senate The decades between the Fall of Rome and the Rise of the Italian City States is perhaps one of 

the most underrated periods in Western Civilizations. The so Called "dark ages" saw the rise 

of romance, the formation of the ,modern European Nations, and the birth of human rights 

(Magna Carta 1215 AD) In this time the great universities were started and magnificent 

carthedrals built. It was the fires of the Middle Ages that rebuilt Europe after the Fall of 

Rome. Brought forth many amazing people, such as the brave King Richard Lionheart, and the 

dastardly King John, saw the Crusades (Bloody Holy Wars) and the changes they made to 

both the Islamic World and the west. It was a time of knights in armor, castles, and gonor, 

bloodshed and wars... from this forge would be created the Western World.

Nature Art Diane Darakjian Celebrate nature and use it as inspiration to create art.  Students will learn basic facts about 

one element of nature each class.  These willlinclude flowers, leaves, animals, fish and the 

planets of the universe. Each class will focus on creating artwork based on the element of 

nature that was discussed.  Students will use a variety of art materials.

K - 3

Networking Pathway 

1.0: IT Fundamentals 
(CompTIA) [Prerequisite: Pre-

Algebra][Co-requisite: 

Algebra1](year round course - 

10 units total)

Leanne The CompTIA IT Fundamentals exam is designed to help you learn more about the world of 

information technology (IT). It’s ideal if you’re considering a career in IT or if you work in an 

allied field that requires a broad understanding of IT. CompTIA IT Fundamentals can also be a 

stepping stone to more advanced certifications such as CompTIA A+, and, with specialized 

experience, CompTIA Network+ and CompTIA Security+. Pre-Professional CompTIA IT 

Fundamentals Certification opportunity upon completion!

9-12

Networking Pathway 

2.0:  IT Essentials:  A+, 

Part 1 (CompTIA) 

[Prerequisites:  IT 

Fundamentals; Algebra 1]

[Co-requisite:  Algebra 1 (with 

approval)]  (year round 

course - Part 1 and Part 2 - 10 

units total)

Leanne Learn to assemble computer and network components based on customer requirements; 

install, configure and maintain devices, PCs and software for end users; understand the basics 

of networking and security/forensics; properly and safely diagnose, resolve and document 

common hardware and software issues; apply troubleshooting skills; provide appropriate 

customer support; and understand the basics of virtualization, desktop imaging, and 

deployment.   Students will have the opportunity to take the first (professional) CompTIA A+ 

exam upon completion of this course.  This certification requires two examinations.  The 

second exam will be available to students who complete IT Essentials:  A+ (Part 2) in spring 

2018, or beyond.

10-12
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Number Talk Maria Join our conversation as we make connections between the world around us and numbers. 

Extend your knowledge beyond numbers.

6-8

Nutrition Dana Burrito or Broccoli?

What’s your favorite foods? Do you know what’s in your food? The participants in this course 

will learn about nutrition, healthy eating habits and what is in their food. Students in this 

course will be empowered to understand why we need food, how to evaluate nutrition 

information, and to make smart food choices. Depending on class wishes, a field trip may be 

scheduled.

6-8

Once A Pond A time Aaron Storytelling is one of the oldest and most used art forms in civilization.  A child’s imagination 

is built upon the worlds of make belief and fables, as well as on the adventures and 

innovations of modern history. This class is designed to engage students on multiple sensory 

levels wherefore they are able to watch, listen and be a part of an unfolding story experience.  

Here we will focus on traditional and non-traditional methods of storytelling, such as: 

narration, responsive drawing, developing narrative games, role-play acting, shadow theater, 

animation and more.  Stories will be based on non-fiction and fiction writings and student 

work. Curriculum is designed for grade specific learning.

4-6

Paper Circuits Amylynn Come learn about circuitry using Paper Circuits. In this workshop students will construct a 

paper circuit notebook over the 10 weeks. Each week we will introduce another aspect of 

circuitry. (Since each week builds on the previous week's lesson continued attendance is 

important.) Paper circuits are low-voltage electronic circuits that are created on paper or 

cardboard using conductive copper tape, LEDs and a power source such as a coin-cell battery. 

Creating paper circuits is a good way to learn the basics of electricity and how circuits 

function. In addition to being educational, they can also be a fun project that helps to bring 

artwork and paper crafts to life. At the end of the workshop session students will have a 

notebook they can bring and share at our ROA STEAM night :)

4-7

Parent Boot Camp Leslie and Kathy Come one, come all. Are you new to River Oaks? Are you new to Homeschooling? Even if you 

have been teaching your child for awhile come join us. Parent Boot Camp is a time for parent 

engagement. Because every child is different and there is no, "one-size-fits-all" education, 

join a community of committed parents and teachers and get connected.

Photography- 

Beginning

Lee It’s never been easier to take a picture. Cameras are easier than ever to use. However, the 

fundamental challenges of making an image are the same. To get young photographers 

beyond just “pushing the button,” this introductory class will begin with ideas like “What 

makes a ‘good’ photo?” and quickly move into the basics of capture, composition, and 

exposure. A key aspect of class will be discussing how photographers use the camera to 

explore their surroundings, and communicate what they find through photographs. Students 

will be given weekly assignments, and will complete a short series on a subject of their 

choosing. Any camera is welcome, from smartphones, to point-and-shoots, to “advanced” 

cameras!

6-12

Photography-Advanced Lee This advanced class is for students who want to take their images to the next level. Once a 

photographer has gained comfort and practice in the technical aspects of photography, it’s 

time to hone those skills for communicating. This class will explore the work of several 

prominent photographers, discussing how and why they made their work and how they 

created their images. Class exercises will review depth-of-field, lens work, quality of light, and 

post-processing to help students bring their ideas to life. Students will be asked to identify 

and research a photographer of their choosing, while using what they learn in class to create 

a personal series of images. Though not absolutely necessary, a Digital SLR camera is highly 

recommended for this class.

9-12
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Physical Science Lab Dana This is a year-long course that supports physical science for high school students. The course 

is a study session and will closely follow the Physical and Earth Science text from Prentice 

Hall. The course covers chemistry, mechanics and astronomy. Problems will be assigned 

weekly reading and homework from each chapter. A prudent student will allow for an 

additional 1-2 hours a week for this homework. In this course, the student will have the 

opportunity to develop study habits and the skills that will give them confidence in science.

Power Paragraphs Teri In this workshop, we will read articles and stories about a wide variety of topics. We will 

discuss the information and then use our knowledge to write Power Paragraphs (Topic 

Sentence, Supporting Details, and a Conclusion.) We will look at revising and editing 

paragraphs as well

3-5

Puppet Making Diane Darakjian Learn to create a variety of puppets that will include finger puppets, shadow puppets and 

those on strings.  Several techniques will be used and to create individual characters.  This 

will lead to hours of entertainment and before you know it  . . . "Lights, Camera, Puppet 

Show!"

3 -7

Reading Workshop Shirley The goal of this workshop is to motivate and challenge the children to develop and improve 

their reading skills.  This will be done in a variety of ways:  listening, sharing of ideas, reading 

out loud, learning new vocabulary and increasing the ability to distinguish between main 

ideas, and details, real and imaginary ideas, predicting outcomes and the difference between 

cause and effect.  In a small group setting, the children can learn from instruction, hearing the 

ideas of the other students and simply enjoy the fun of growing stronger in their capacity to 

read fluently with understanding.

Recycling Course Dana From Plastic Bottle to Robotic Arm: That water bottle you are drinking from has a future. And 

plastic bags have a past. The participants in this course will learn how to reinvent used 

material to reduce waste. We will also explore the importance of responsible recycling. 

Depending on class wishes, a field trip may be scheduled.

SEAL Robotics STEM & More SEAL Robotics 

Get a grip of the machinery. 

In this unique course, developed by H.M.Logi's team of experts, kids will enter the fascinating 

world of robotics and machinery while learning about the stories of the SEAL. Building these 

one of a kind sea, air and land models will introduce students to the fundamentals of 

robotics. As kids use infra-red remote controls, transmission gears and other electronic tools, 

they will develop thinking strategies, motor skills and dedication. Join us in an amusing and 

engaging journey into the past and the future!

 

*Kids will take home every model built throughout the course!

5-8

Signing is fun! Jennifer Come see how fun sign language can be. We will sing songs, read stories and learn the basics 

of American Sign Langauge.

K-3

Space Course Dana Moons! Stars! And Tides! Oh my!

Have you ever wondered what makes ocean waves? Or why the moon can be seen during the 

day? In this course, we will explore the neighborhood of our solar system and beyond our 

massive galaxy. We will study constellations, differences between planets, and the phases of 

3rd-6th

Spanish Marcela This course is a relaxed, engaging introduction to Spanish for younger children. Students learn 

the basics of the language through flash cards, songs, dance moves and acting. 

K-2/3
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Spanish (Beginner) Marcela Students build basic vocabulary around a variety of themes and begin to study grammar. The 

present tense is emphasized as students learn to read, write, listen and speak in Spanish.  

6-12

Spanish (Intermediate) Marcela Students continue to practice the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading and 

writing. They expand their vocabulary by studying themes such as the house, chores, travel 

experiences, clothing, shopping and communication. Students work toward the mastery of 

the present and past tenses, particularly in writing and in speaking. The use of language in 

context and in meaningful situations is emphasized in the course.

6-12

Spanish Monopoly Leslie and Maria Acompaña a la maestra Leslie y la maestra Maria a jugar monopolio. Aprenderemos las reglas 

del juego y como interactuar entre amigos durante esta clase. 

6-8

Super Science Nick In this class students will participate in hands on science experiences.  We will also ask 

questions about our expiremnets and test variables. Also, we will document our learning like 

a true scientist should!

K-3

Theatre Jackie Each class will work together, creating an original theatre piece to perform at the end of this 

school session. In the process we will focus on different theatrical elements that go into 

putting on a production including not only acting, voice, and movement, but also behind the 

scenes elements like writing, set/prop/costume design, and stage management. Theatre is a 

great art form for teaching life skills like communication, team work, critical thinking, 

presence, and improvisation. With a little creativity (and a lot of fun) we start with nothing 

and end with something unique as our students!

Time and Money 

Workshops

Rosemary  Time:     Through games and manipulatives, the students will learn how to identify the 

difference between analogue and digital clocks, the hours, half hours, quarter hours and 

minutes.

 Money:    The students will learn to identify the different coins and their values through 

games.  They will all learn the advantages of saving money.

Under Construction Marni This is an exciting unit where children will create constructions for characters from children's 

literature. Can you build a bridge strong enough to hold the Three Billy Goats Gruff? Can you 

build a house strong enough to withstand the huff and puff of the Big Bad Wolf? Come and 

discover what you can create!

TK-1

Writing Shirley The ability to correctly express thoughts in writing is an important skill that comes with 

practice.  It's fun to learn with others and share mistakes and successes. In this workshop the 

children will be encouraged to speak and write in complete sentences. Legible handwriting 

and correct spelling are also part of the communication development. The children will be 

guided to describe pictures and express ideas in simple sentences using imaginative 

vocabulary.  Short stories with accompanying pictures will demonstrate their understanding 

and achievement of the knowledge of good writing.

K-3

Writing Celebration Leina Writing Celebration is a space to practice getting your thoughts on paper, examine mentor 

text, learn and practice revising across genres. This class is be based on the philosophies of 

the national writing project. It is a great opportunity to celebrate your writing voice.

6-12 WLV; 

4-7 & 7-12 

Ox

Yoga Xuan Yoga classes balance precise instruction, alignment with breath, and fluid movement. Well-

rounded classes balance, stretch and strengthen the body to deepen the student’s experience 

of yoga. A flow of Sun Salutation and postures are skillfully sequenced, and modifications are 

used to individualize the practice for each student. All classes include background music.

9-12

Young Inventor STEM & More Young Inventor

A look into tomorrow's technology

In this course students will design and produce their own robots, models, instruments and 

more. Their only limit is their imagination. Students will use the engineering methods taught 

in class to assemble fully-functional models. Later, they will learn how to program their 

models from scratch, using several computer programs and software. Each class will be 

customized based on the group’s age and skills.

9-12
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