
 
 
 

ROA Director Update 
October 19, 2018 

 

 
General Information 

 

Please take a few minutes to help us prepare for our Spring 2019 workshops by taking this 
survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Fall2018ROA. Your input and suggestions 
help us shape the next workshop block. We review and evaluate all proposals and 
suggestions. If you suggest a new class, please also recommend a vendor to contact. We 
appreciate your input. The survey will close Wednesday, October 24th.  

 

 
We are excited to let you know that we will be offering ROA’s first annual “Wellness 
Expo for Healthy Lifelong Learning” on November 7 here at ROA. Mark your calendars. 
More info coming soon. We are going to have a variety of speakers, including our own 
board member, Dr. Horton, who will talk about the “Wisdom” project; a PhD from UCLA 
who will be addressing struggles with mood difficulties and stress; our own teacher, Leina, 
who will talk about Compassionate Communication; a Mindfulness presentation; sound 
healing and yoga introduction; a variety of booths, including one about nutrition, 
meditation, organic gardening, yoga, acupuncture, chiropractor, and more. More 
information will be forthcoming. We will give our families an opportunity to sign up before 
the public at large. Please invite your friends. For more information: 
http://www.riveroakscharter.com/wellness-expo/ 
 
 
May we suggest that you have your student bring his/her own water bottle to 
workshops. We will be eliminating our water cooler.  
 
 
Please give us your thoughts and ideas on workshops and classes you would like to see 
here at ROA. Please make sure to give us the name and info of the provider in addition to 
the class, so we can connect with the instructor. We are starting to prepare for the spring 
workshop schedule next week, so let us know what your thoughts and ideas are. There is a 
box out by Tezo and Monica’s desks, or you can always send me an email as well.  
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Fall2018ROA
http://www.riveroakscharter.com/wellness-expo/


 Please remember that we are in an office building with other businesses 
around us. Therefore, please do NOT congregate outside; please supervise your 
student/s at all times (inside the resource center and outside) and please make 
sure that we keep voices at an inside level to allow other businesses as well as 
our staff to continue to do their jobs (we are always happy to point you towards 
local parks, if you would like to take siblings to an area where they can run and 
get their energy out…just ask our staff). 

 
 
 
 Important Reminders: 
 
 Please remember that if your student is not feeling well, coughing, sneezing or 

otherwise showing symptoms of illness, please keep him/her home so others won’t 
catch the “bug”. 

 Please be on time for your classes. It is very difficult for our instructors to  
 Please be patient. While we do our best to make things run as smoothly as possible, 

there are always some hiccups during the first week. 
 If you have any concerns about workshops or questions, please let us know. We will 

do our best to address those asap. But, please know that this week will be quite busy, 
and there may be a bit of a delay. 

 Your student must be signed up via i-Class for the workshops.  
 We ask that parents do not use cell phones while sitting in workshops, and please be 

respectful to the teachers. We know you want to catch up with your fellow parents, 
but please have the conversation in the lounge.  

 Students are asked not to take out their cell phones during class times. We will 
ask them to either leave the phones in the backpacks or put them in a specially 
designed rack during class time.  

 If your high school student does not have an open campus policy signed, he/she 
cannot sign him/herself in and out and may NOT leave the campus. 

 If your student has to take any medication, and you are not staying on campus, we 
need to get the proper paperwork for your student to do so. Please see Beverly if that 
is the case. 

 We will require our dress code to be adhered to. If the attire is disrupting instruction 
(short shorts, short skirts, midriff showing, sunglasses, wearing hats/hoodies, etc.), 
we will ask the student to change or modify the attire.  

 Please remember to sign-in and out. It is imperative for us to know who is on 
campus at all times, in case of an emergency. 

 If you see a new face on campus, please make them feel welcome, introduce yourself 
and offer assistance, if they need any.  

 Please send us any suggestions for new workshops/changes/modifications, so we can 
incorporate those as we work to set up the spring schedule.  

 As always, if you have any questions, please let us know.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
  



 

 

STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

 

River Oaks’ Student Participates in the 

Ronald Reagan Student Leadership Program! 
 

Warren Birkman, an 11th grader at ROA, participated in the prestigious 
Ronald Reagan Student Leadership Program this past summer!  This 
is a unique opportunity for motivated, high school students who strive 
to make a difference for the greater good. 

 

Warren explained how he learned to “build connections, …spread 
ideas to people, and how to make those ideas memorable. They 
taught us…about being a leader” as well as “different types of 
communication skills that successful businesses, organizations and 
people use in today's world. This education was to help us grow as 
individuals in whatever field of work we would want to do. The program 

was mostly focused on how to create a nonprofit, or club for each of the students, 
which would give back to their community.” 

 

Sources: 

Birkman, Gabrielle. Warren Birkman at the Ronald Reagan Student Leadership 
Program. 2018. 

Staback, Leanne E, and Warren Birkman. “River Oaks’ Student Participates in the 
Ronald Reagan Student Leadership Program!” 2 Oct. 2018. 

   

 



River Oaks’ Student on the Big Screen! 
 

Cree Buckner, an 11th grader at ROA, made his big screen 
debut this summer with “Don’t Worry, He Won’t Get Far on 
Foot”.   

 

Based on a true story, this film is about John Callahan (Joaquin 
Phoenix), an alcoholic who likes to party too much.  One night, 
things get out of control and end in catastrophe, resulting in 
John becoming a paraplegic.  Disgruntled, he enters a 
treatment program at his girlfriend’s urging (Rooney Mara) 
“and a charismatic sponsor (Jonah Hill)”.  During recovery, 
Callahan discovers a talent for cartooning, which gives him new 
purpose and an internationally recognized career.  The film is a 
“poignant, insightful and often funny drama about the healing 
power of art”.  The screenplay is adapted from Callahan’s 

autobiography and directed by two-time Oscar® nominee Gus Van Sant. Other actors in this 
production are Jack Black, Carrie Brownstein, Beth Ditto and Kim Gordon. 

 

Our student, Cree, plays “Skateboarder #3” under the pseudonym Cree Kawa, and can be 
found in the scene where John falls out of his wheelchair into the street, and a group of 
skateboarding teens come over to help him up. 

 

Source:  “Don't Worry, He Won't Get Far On Foot on iTunes.” App Store, Publisher: Disney 
Publishing Worldwide/Sponsor: Amazon Content Services, LLC, 13 July 2018, 
itunes.apple.com/US/movie/id1407097134. 

  



 

We are proud to introduce you to the illustrations (and publication) of this book. 
The book was illustrated by one of our own students: Marlin Montgomery. 

You can find the book on Amazon.  

 

Author Presentation scheduled for November 5, @ 2:00 pm 

A Ghastly, Ghostly Night is a story written by local author, Eileen Raye, and illustrated by our student, Marlin 
Montgomery.  Knowing Marlin's talent for illustrations, based on a project we worked on last year, I connected 
Marlin and the author over the summer to work on this project together.  The end result is an engaging and 
exciting story about two children left home alone on a stormy night, while their parents go to a school 
meeting.  Chaos ensues when visitors from the past appear on their doorstep, but the brave children manage 
to get the situation under control before their parents return.  The illustrations are colorful, delightful, and keep 
the heart-pounding pace of the story at it's most thrilling! 
 
Here is the back cover text:  "Evan and Avery are home alone while a thunder and lightning storm 
rages outside in the darkness. Yet, all was about to change when they open the door to a ghostly 
stranger, who brings a supernatural adventure. Riley, the family labradoodle, thinks it's all a fun 
game in the rain." 
 
Sources: 
  
Birkman, Joe. Marlin M. Montgomery. Camarillo, 2018. 
Montgomery, Marlin M, et al. “Ghastly Ghostly Night.” A Ghastly, Ghostly Night, CESPublications, 2018, 
California, pp. front cover. 
Raye, Eileen, Author.  Marlin M. Montgomery, Illustrator.  A Ghastly, Ghostly Night. 1st ed., 
CESPublications, 2018.  

 



 

 
Pac Info 

Hello from PAC… 
Parent Boot Camp is starting Tuesday, September 25th at 10:00am in Room 4 at Westlake site.  Just come 
on into Room 4 at 10:00am, no need to sign up.  Whether you’ve been homeschooling for years or you’ve 
just started, everyone is welcome!  Weekly topics are posted on the ROA App under PAC Chill and also in 
the Parent Lounge.  PAC Time immediately following at 11:00.  

Advice, expertise, knowledge, inspiration, support or learn something new.  You’ve got this!  Be Amazing… 
or just roll out of bed & come join us while you wake up with some good coffee!  We also have a variety of 
tea bags & a Keurig machine for hot water in the Parent Lounge. 

Warm Regards, Pamela 

Much Appreciation from PAC Chill 

Contact PAC via the ROA Website: http://www.riveroakscharter.com/meet-the-pac/ 

p.s.  Did you join the ROA Yahoo Group yet?  If you did not receive an invitation or are having issues 
joining, please email me.  I will do whatever I can to help you join!   

The River Oaks Academy Yahoo Group is an online community serving to keep parents informed about 
school events and happenings.  This is a closed group to send & receive messages about news related to 
ROA.  It’s a great way to stay connected and updated with the ROA community! Ask your Teacher to join 
or email Pamela at LaDolceVita@roadrunner.com to receive an invitation.  "Invited users need to accept the 
invitation, sign-in with their Yahoo ID to become members.” 

 

http://www.riveroakscharter.com/meet-the-pac/
mailto:LaDolceVita@roadrunner.com


 
 

Career Pathway Updates 
 
 

 
  
Our Pathway programs are in full swing. Here are the current happenings in our classes. 

College & Career Seminar has a lively group of high school students in Westlake, 
working through the budgeting module in their 10yrplan.  Oxnard’s class is going well 
with guest speakers and class activities that correlate with their 10yrplan.  We look 
forward to hearing from guest speakers, both business partners and community resources 
sharing with us about a variety of career choices and personal stories of their own career 
journeys.  Students are realizing that life takes more money than previously believed.   

Our Oxnard CCS class is also working on budgeting.  The students worked in groups and 
had great discussions.  Students will bring actual numbers from home on what their 
parents pay for various categories to have real numbers to work with.  They are 
participating and mindfully thinking about who they are and what they want.    

Hospitality, Tourism and Management:  Our students are meeting monthly and doing a 
hybrid course online for this first semester.  They are learning about the history of 
hospitality and exploring the large variety of careers and venues in which hospitality is 
involved.  These students will be joined by others second semester as they plan and 
execute our graduation as a culminating project. We are in the process of planning a field 
trip to Disneyland for Disney’s Approach to Leadership and Teamwork.  

 



Intro to Law and Criminal Justice: Both the legal and criminal justice students are 
currently researching and examining techniques used in the recent apprehension of the 
Golden State Killer.   
The Into to  Law class will be examining the implications for law enforcement and the 
public in light of the use of consumer DNA provided to a genealogy website by a 
distant relative, 
 The Criminal Justice class is learning about the benefits of this type of technology for 
investigating cold cases. 
We are in the process of planning trips to the VC Sheriff's Training Academy in 
December and a trip to UCLA later this semester. 
 
(Networking Pathway - Year 1) 

In IT Fundamentals, students have briefly learned about the features common to all 
computing devices; the different types of general-purpose computers; how computer 
networks work; methods of remotely accessing computer systems; and, specialized 
computer systems and their purposes.  Students will be learning how to differentiate 
among CPUs in terms of speed and features; about the types and technologies of 
memory in a PC, a motherboard's form factors and features, and the purpose and 
functions of a power supply. 

(Networking Pathway - Year 2) 

In IT Essentials, students are using an awesome, online, lab simulator called 
TestOut!  They have learned how to set up a computer.  They are learning about the 
Windows, Linux and Mac operating systems; and, computer safety measures, 
protecting against electrostatic discharge, and environmental concerns.  They will be 
learning about the professionalism required of a PC Technician, and about the PC 
Toolkit, maintenance best practices, and troubleshooting. 

In IBEF, students have had a brief introduction to economics and provided economic 
advice to our current POTUS (President of the United States).  They have learned how 
entrepreneurs impact the economy; what positions are required for setting up a 
corporation; and have developed their company groups, company descriptions, product 
line overviews, initial product designs, and company logos.  They will be learning about 
the first three parts to a business plan, and how to save money before and during 
college, so they won't be drowning in student loan debt when they graduate from 
college.  The college savings plan project involves a game where the goal is to have 
less debt than your expected starting salary after college; and enters the students into 
a contest where they can win a $5,000 college scholarship! 

 
 
 

 

 



 
OXNARD Resource Center 

 
Dear Oxnard Families, 

Workshops: 

Maria's Wednesday classes will be cancelled on 10/24/18: 

• Math Lab at 9-9:50 
• How to Adult Like a Boss Geometry at 1-1:50  

 

 

Community Events: 

Free Medical, Vision, and Dental Exams on Sunday 10/21 at 8-2 

Location: Our Lady Guadalupe Church 
500 N. Juanita AV., Oxnard, CA. 93030 

 

 

Problem of the Month: 

Only 2 weeks left to solve the problem and claim your prize. 

 

 
• Be mindful: We’re in a business center, students are to remain inside our premises. 
• High school students must have a signed Open Campus Policy form in order to sign 

themselves in and out of school, AND leave the premises. 
• The classes will begin promptly at the hour. Please be respectful of the teacher. 
• Martial Arts: bring socks to the class. 

 
We are phasing out the water cooler to reduce waste. Please make sure your students 

bring a filled water bottle with them to the workshops  
 
 

Make sure to come prepared with your study materials to the focus room.  
************************************************************************************ 

https://maps.google.com/?q=500+N.+Juanita+AV.,+Oxnard,+CA.+93030&entry=gmail&source=g


 

 
Counselor’s Corner 

 

Important Reminders: 

 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

1. Twelfth grade families may now file the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 
for the 2019-20 school year. The deadline to file for many colleges is March 2, but I 
recommend getting it done by the end of the calendar year. The site is fafsa.ed.gov. This 
includes students who will be going to both four-year schools and community colleges. Richard 
is happy to help! 

2. For students at any grade level who wish to enroll in spring coursework at our local 
community colleges, now is a good time to begin planning. The Spring, 2019, schedules for 
Ventura, Oxnard, and Moorpark are all online. Pierce and Santa Monica are not up yet, but 
should be soon. For students taking Moorpark, VC, or Oxnard classes, the first day to register 
is November 21st...not that far away! Again, we need to complete a Concurrent Enrollment 
form and Memo of Understanding for you, and attach a current transcript. See your teacher or 
Richard for information! 

------------------------------------------ 

 

SAT: River Oaks also offers a Saturday administration of the SAT on Saturday, November 
3, at 7:30 am on our campus.  We do not cover the cost of this administration, and you will 
be registering at www.collegeboard.com . One reason to register for a Saturday exam is 
that the Subject Tests will be administered only on Saturdays. See Richard if you have 
questions. 

WORK PERMITS:  All students who work for pay must hold a valid Work Permit from the 
State of California. The Permit is issued by River Oaks; applications are attached below 
and available from Beverly in the office. There are two steps to the process: students 
complete the “Statement of Intent to Employ/Request for Work Permit,” and bring this form 
to Beverly for processing. This form requires the signature of the prospective employer. 
Then, Beverly completes the “Permit to Employ and Work,” and issues a copy of the permit 
to the student to give to the employer. We keep the original here. Please allow 24 hours for 
processing. 

http://fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


 

 
Important Dates 

 

October 21 Rotary Fair—come visit ROA’s booth (9-4 pm) 

November 1 Board meeting @ 6:30—Open to the public 

November 3 SAT administration at ROA—talk to Mr. 
Richard 

November 5 Eilleen Raye-Author Presentation @ 2:00 pm 

November 7 Wellness Fair at ROA—don’t forget to RSVP 

November 12 Veteran’s Day 

November 19-23 Thanksgiving Holiday week (no school/no 
workshops) 

December 7 Last day of Fall 2018 workshops 

December 13 Holiday Party & Art Showcase (5-7pm) 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Warmly,  
Your River Oaks homeschool team, 
Leslie, Nick, Maria, Michal, Kathy, Amylynn, Leina, Teri, Marni, Jennifer, 
Cheri, Leanne, Dana, Phuong and Sara 
Tezo, Monica, Beverly, Richard 
and Claudia 
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