
 
 

 

ROA Director Update 
March 22, 2019 

 

 

General Information 
 

IMPORTANT Legislative Update—please read 

Dear ROA families, 

As you now inevitably have heard, there are some Assembly Bills (AB1505-1508) which 
have been introduced at the Assembly and which are truly threatening the existence and 
continuance of charters, especially those that are authorized through County Offices of 
Education (which ROA is one of them) and the State.  

There were 7 staff members of River Oaks at this week’s California Charter School 
Conference in Sacramento. While we were at the Capitol, we visited 11 different 
legislators’ offices and spoke to staffers and legislators at all of them. We did learn, that 
most likely the AB 1505 language will be amended to “grandfather” in our school (and 
others which are already authorized by County Offices). That means that we can be re-
authorized by the current authorizer. However, there are still many other pieces to those 
bills that are chipping away at charter freedom and autonomy.  

Having said that, we appreciate your continued support, lead by our parents, Chad Skopp 
and Denise Filz. We appreciate your letters, calls and visits to legislators’ offices and 
explaining what our school means to you and has done for your student. 

We also want to assure you that we are NOT closing our doors. We have a “Plan 
B” in place and will follow that for our renewal. What that means is that we have 
moved up our renewal date to August/September of 2019 (instead of 
January/February of 2020), which means that we are just “fast tracking” the writing 
of our renewal petitions (yes, I will need a lot of coffee and chocolate). But, at this 
point, we are counting on being renewed for another 5 years, which means, we will 
continue to operate through 2025 for sure.  



Please know though that your continued support is vital. Chad and Denise will inform you 
of the happenings and how you can be best supportive of ROA.  

Thank you so much for all you do. Please do not hesitate to connect with me, if you have 
any questions on this. I am happy to meet or talk to you.  

 

Workshops: 

Next week is our last week of workshops for the spring session. We will offer a “short 
session” starting on April 29 for 4 weeks, on Mondays only. Our labs and career pathway 
classes will continue through the end of the school year as well. You will find the schedule 
on our website.  

FOCUS ROOM DAYS and HOURS Starting 4/1: 

Please note that starting Monday, April 1, we will be offering Focus Room hours in 
Westlake on: 

Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 10-1:00 (10:00 Math lab; 11:00 ELA lab; 12:00 general 
focus room) 

Oxnard: 

Tuesday/Friday from 10-1:00 (all focus room hours) 

 

BOARD MEMBER VOTES NEEDED: 

We have one parent who submitted her application for our board opening. You may 
recognize the name, as she is actually, returning to the board (she was a board member a 
couple of years ago). We would like to ask you to vote for her by submitting your vote to 
our business office manager: Benny Martinez: Benmartinez@vcoe.org. 

Deadline to vote is: March 29, 2019.  

 

Below, please find Denise’s biography and photo.  

My name is Denise Filz, and my family and I feel extremely fortunate to have been a part of the 

ROA home schooling family for seven years. Additionally, I had the privilege of being an ROA 
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board member for three of those years.  

The wonderful ROA program, highlighted by its individualized curriculum, exceptional and 

supportive teachers, varied enrichment workshops, along with a caring and knowledgeable staff, 

has fostered a sense of community and belonging that is so very special. It is this type of 

environment that my son, now a high school student at ROA, has needed, and he is thriving 

here.  

I care very much about our school, and in seeking the school board position, my goal is to give 

back to ROA in ways that support its mission and continued success, and to share my 

experience and knowledge. I had the privilege to contribute and participate in the activities that 

led to the establishment of ROA’s Oxnard campus, our WASC designation, and our last Charter 

renewal, and most recently, advocating in opposition to the currently proposed, detrimental 

charter legislation. The skills I would offer include a big picture view and a creative approach in 

generating ideas and solving problems in order to achieve the goals of ROA. I would do my 

utmost to facilitate and support our school’s continued, forward thinking growth – enabling our 

students to meaningfully explore and grow, and to find and nurture their passion.  

My background includes a B.A. Art/Design, with multifaceted experience in the design and 

communication industries, along with having served on various committees and boards, 

including serving as a Governor’s appointee to the State Council on Developmental 

Disabilities/Area Board Nine for six and a half years, working and collaborating with diverse 

groups of people, including California State legislators, with a focus on K-12 inclusive 

education.  

It would be an honor to have the opportunity to serve on the board, to give back and contribute 

once again in this capacity to the success of our inspiring, home-schooling community.  

Thanks so much for your time and consideration. Sincerely Yours, Denise Filz  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOCK TRIAL SUMMER CAMP INFO: 

 
Our legal pathway teacher, Wendy Carlton, will be teaching  a mock trial summer camp at the 
Career Education Center at the Camarillo Airport for high school / incoming high school 
students.  It's every day from 9am-12pm, July 1 through July 26 (no class on 7/4).   
Here's the link to the  
course:  https://cec.gosignmeup.com/public/Course/browse?courseid=3269 

https://cec.gosignmeup.com/public/Course/browse?courseid=3269


 

 

Attention Writers & Artists:  

We would like to celebrate your art and writing! This is your invitation to publish your best art 

and/or writing from this school year in our Musings Magazine. Work must be original. Art will 

be printed in B&W, so high contrast is best and can be sent as a jpeg or pdf. Writing can be 

poetry or pros, fiction or non-fiction (letter, report, essay, review, summary, etc.).  

Writing must be thoroughly revised and edited and include a title. Students may submit 1-2 

pages of work. Please put all pieces in ONE document saved as student first and last name. On 

each piece the format is title, author name and piece and then a couple spaces before the next 

piece.  

All submissions are due electronically to Leina Ball at: roamusings@gmail.com by March 

25th, 2019. They can be shared through google docs or pasted into the body of an email to 

the roamusings@gmail.com email address. 

 

More things for the 19-20 school year: 

 

We would like to make you aware of two new bills that have been passed and with which 

ROA needs to comply for the 19-20 school year.  

1. Charter School Meal Mandate Nutritional Food Service Programs (AB 

 1871, Bonta) 

 

ROA will be providing one healthy meal (breakfast) to our students starting with the 19-

20 school year. Students who qualify for a free or reduced meal, will of course be 

extended that opportunity. Other students are welcome to purchase a breakfast. We have 

not worked out all the details yet, however, we know that during workshop weeks and 

testing weeks, we will be providing this service starting with the 19-20 school year. 

More information will be forthcoming as we get it.  

 

2.     California Health Youth Act Instruction (AB 2601, Weber) 

  

 Enacted January 1, 2016, this law requires school districts to ensure that all pupils in 

 grades seven to twelve, inclusive, receive comprehensive sexual health education and 

 HIV prevention education.  If you have any question, please email Ms. Leanne Staback: 

 Leanne.staback@roavc.com. More info to follow.  

 The California Healthy Youth Act has five primary purposes: 

 To provide pupils with the knowledge and skills necessary to protect their sexual and 

reproductive health from HIV and other sexually transmitted infections and from 

unintended pregnancy; 
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 To provide pupils with the knowledge and skills they need to develop healthy attitudes 

concerning adolescent growth and development, body image, gender, sexual orientation, 

relationships, marriage, and family; 

 To promote understanding of sexuality as a normal part of human development; 

 To ensure pupils receive integrated, comprehensive, accurate, and unbiased sexual 

health and HIV prevention instruction and provide educators with clear tools and 

guidance to accomplish that end; 

 To provide pupils with the knowledge and skills necessary to have healthy, positive, and 

safe relationships and behaviors 

Sources 

“Adolescents and Young Adults | Prevention | STDs | CDC.” Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 7 Dec. 

2017, www.cdc.gov/std/life-stages-populations/adolescents-youngadults.htm. 

“Comprehensive Sexual Health & HIV/AIDS Instruction.” Definition of MTSS - Multi-

Tiered System of Supports (CA Dept of Education), California Department of Education, 

8 May 2018,www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/se/. 

Hanigan, Ian. “6 Questions - and Answers - about the California Healthy Youth 

Act.” OCDE Newsroom, Orange County Department of Education, 20 Apr. 

2018, newsroom.ocde.us/six-questions-and-answers-about-the-california-healthy-youth-

act/. 

http://www.cdc.gov/std/life-stages-populations/adolescents-youngadults.htm
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/se/
http://newsroom.ocde.us/six-questions-and-answers-about-the-california-healthy-youth-act/
http://newsroom.ocde.us/six-questions-and-answers-about-the-california-healthy-youth-act/


 

 

Pac Info 

Hello from PAC… 

A message from PAC: 

Homeschooling our students with the support of ROA enables them to prepare for whatever comes their 
way.  ROA unites us to share our gifts, talents and dreams while we offer encouragement and inspiration to 
one another on our journey. 

Parent Boot Camp will resume on January 29th.  Join us to learn something new or come share your tips 
to inspire others… Parent Boot Camp is at 10:00am in Room 4 at Westlake site while workshops are in 
session. Just come on into Room 4 at 10:00am, no need to sign up.  Whether you’ve been homeschooling for 
years or you’ve just started, everyone is welcome!  PAC Time immediately following for questions, 
comments, ideas & suggestions! 

Be in the know with ROA Yahoo Group!  The River Oaks Academy Yahoo Group is an online community 
serving to keep parents informed about school events and happenings.  This is a closed group to send & 
receive messages about news related to ROA.  It’s a great way to stay connected and updated with the ROA 
community! Ask your Teacher to join or email Pamela at LaDolceVita@roadrunner.com to receive an 
invitation.  "Invited users need to accept the invitation, sign-in with their Yahoo ID to become members.” 

Warm Regards, Pamela 

Much Appreciation from PAC Chill 

Contact PAC via the ROA Website: http://www.riveroakscharter.com/meet-the-pac/ 
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Career Pathway Updates 
 

  Happenings In the New Year, 2019: 

College Career Seminar: We have had a wonderful panel of guest speakers present to our 
students from a variety of career pathways.  Sepideh Yeoh, our Oxnard teacher for CCS 
organized this wonderful event for our students who benefitted greatly from what each 
speaker had to share. 

We continue completing our 10yearplans online and are moving into the culminating 
exercise of having a mock interview experience.  We have another wonderful group of 
dedicated business professionals who are volunteering their time to interview our 
students and give them feedback.  To prepare for this interview, students are working on 
cover letters and resumes as well as practicing interviewing skills.  We look forward to all 
that our students will learn through this experience. 

Additionally, Moorpark College is hosting a CTE (Career Technical Education) event at the 
college to give students first hand experiences in the classrooms on the campus.  We are 
looking forward to this opportunity on March 14, 2019. 

Hospitality, Tourism and Management: 

We have begun our second semester class with a lively group of interested students.  We 
are looking forward to learning about the Hospitality Industry and planning our 
graduation with all the aspects involved in event planning as a culminating project.   

We took a group of 13 students to Disneyland in January to experience the Youth 
Education Series.  Students had 3 hours with a “cast member” learning about leadership 
and doing team building exercises.  We had a rainy day and a wonderful time together.  

Intro to Law and Criminal Justice:  Criminal Justice students recently toured the Ventura 

County Sheriff's Department training academy where they drove virtual police cruisers in a high 

speed pursuit.  These students are currently studying the effects of historical Supreme Court 

decisions on current police procedures.  Introduction to Law students recently visited the 

Ventura County Superior Court and sat in on jury selection in a felony trial.  Our class was also 

visited by an attorney from the Ventura County Public Defender's Office.  Students are learning 

about the parts of a trial, and will soon be conducting their own mini mock trial. 

 

 



 

 
(Networking Pathway - Year 1) 
Since the last IT Fundamentals update, students have learned to differentiate among 
CPUs in terms of speed and features; the types and technologies of memory in a PC; a 
motherboard's form factors and features; and, the purpose and functions of a power 
supply.  They have learned to differentiate among expansion card and slot types; are 
able to identify the common ports and connectors on a PC; describe the types, 
technologies, and connectors for monitors; explain standard input devices; and describe 
other common I/O devices.  Students have learned to differentiate among types of 
storage and choose appropriate storage locations.  They learned to prepare a computer 
work area; unpack and set up a new, desktop computer; and complete post-setup tasks.  
Students are currently learning about the different types of operating systems; and will 
soon be learning how to work with applications. 
  
(Networking Pathway - Year 2) 
Since the last IT Essentials update, students have learned to use shell commands, 
shutdown a Linux system, install a UPS and power supply, choose and install a 
motherboard, troubleshoot system power and power supply problems, select and install 
a processor, troubleshoot processor installation, select memory by sight, install triple 
channel memory, troubleshoot memory, find BIOS/UEFI settings, clear CMOS settings, 
install expansion cards, upgrade a video card, select and install a sound card, connect a 
KVM switch, install USB devices, install a USB adapter, connect FireWire devices, 
select and configure dual monitors, optimize video settings, manage devices, and install 
SATA devices.  Students will be learning to create RAID arrays, implement a RAID 
solution, create volumes, format drives, add space to existing volumes, implement 
storage spaces, perform disk maintenance, and troubleshoot SATA devices. 
  
Since the last IBEF update, students completed the first six parts of their in-class, 
company, business plans:  Management Team Plan; Company Description; Product 
and Service Plan; Vision and Mission Statements; Industry Overview; and Market 
Analysis.  They put their ideas in place by developing product/service mockups and 
holding two focus groups:  in class across companies, and with the River Oaks staff.  
These experiences helped them refine their products more with each feedback review, 
so that the students were able to successfully run their “store” booths at the Westlake 
campus’ “Family Math Day” in December.  They are now beginning to learn about the 
financial side of running their businesses by first learning about the different company 
setup options (i.e., Sole Proprietorship, Partnerships, and Corporations). Students will 
soon be learning about financial accounting; personal financial planning; finances and 
career planning; and, consumer purchasing and protection. 

  



 

OXNARD Resource Center 

 

Oxnard Resource Center:   
 

 

Attention! We have 2 events next week  

3/25, 3/26  Prep. and Pizza  
3rd-8th and 11th grade students will be learning test taking strategies in math and ELA 
during lunch time. Pizza will be served! 
 

3/27 SAT School Day in Westlake 8-1:00  
Please see your teacher to register for the test. It will be offered at our WL resource 
center only. 
 

3/29 Community Impact Food Drive ends.  
Please bring in non-perishable items (canned or boxed). We will be donating them to 
Food Share Ventura County. Students in Community Impact have set their goal to 
collect at least 275 food items. Please help them achieve their goal! 
 
 

Problem of the Month:  
 
Only one week left to submit your solutions. Don't miss this opportunity to win! 



 
 

Problem of the Month:  
 
The new problem of the month is already up! Don't miss the chance to win the 
challenge! 
Please see your teacher to register for the test. It will be offered at our WL resource center only. 

 

3/29 Community Impact Food Drive ends.  

Please bring in non-perishable items (canned or boxed). We will be donating them to Food 

Share Ventura County. Students in Community Impact have set their goal to collect at least 275 

food items. Please help them achieve their goal! 

 
 

 
 
 

************************************************************************************ 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Counselor’s Corner 
 

Please click here for the Counselor's Corner message! 

Or follow this link:  http://www.riveroakscharter.com/high-school/ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Important Dates 
 

March 27 SAT Administration at ROA (sign up with 
Richard  I. now)—NO FOCUS ROOM  

April 4 Board meeting @ 7:00 pm; Open to the public 

April 8-12 CAST administration (Science test 10th grade) 

April 10 PSAT 10 Administration (9th and 10th grade 
students)-sign up with Richard I. 

April 15-19 Spring break—no school/office partially open 

May 27 Memorial Day—no school/office is closed 

May 29 Year-end celebration and Graduation  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Warmly,  
Your River Oaks homeschool team, 
Leslie, Nick, Maria, Michal, Kathy, Amylynn, Leina, Teri, Marni, Jennifer, 
Cheri, Leanne, Dana, Phuong, Jackie and Sara 
Tezo, Monica, Beverly, Richard 
and Claudia 
 
 


